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Principal's Message – November 2020 

                                             “In Flanders Fields” 
By:  Lieutenant Colonel John McRae, MD (1872-1918) Canadian Army 

In Flanders Fields the poppies blow 
Between the crosses, row on row, 

That mark our place; and in the sky 
The larks, still bravely singing fly, 

Scarce heard amid the guns below 
 

We are the Dead.  Short days ago 
We lived, felt dawn, saw sunset glow, 
Loved, and were loved, and now we lie 

In Flanders fields. 
 

Take up our quarrel with the foe: 
To you from failing hands we throw 
The torch; be yours to hold it high. 

If ye break faith with us who die 
We shall not sleep, though poppies grow 

In Flanders fields. 

 

November is a time we honour those who have served for our country’s peace. Please offer your prayers 

for those we remember and those that continue to sacrifice for us.   

Report cards will be issued on Thursday, November 19
th
, 2020. Unfortunately, we are not able to host 

traditional parent/teacher interviews for this reporting period. Your child’s classroom teacher will be in 

contact with you to arrange a phone call or google meet in lieu of our evening school based interviews.  

We are thankful for all of the generous donations that we receive to support our school. This year, the 

Flanagan Foundation has generously provided one free Scientist in Schools virtual workshop for each of 

our CSM classes. We are truly grateful for the support of this foundation and Mrs. Wendy Ellert.  

We would also like to thank Cargill for their continued support of The Children of St. Martha Elementary 

School. We have received two donations totalling $28,544.25 to renovate our Kitchen. These donations 

will  allow our school to continue food services for years to come.  In particular, we would like to 

recognize Shauna Grant and Renee Higdon, from Cargill,  for their collaboration with the school in order 

to secure these wonderful donations.   

 
Our annual Halloween chip fundraiser was a huge success! Thank you all for your generous support of 

our first fundraiser of the school year. All funds raised will go towards the purchase of recess play 

equipment.  

Blessings to you all,  

 Mii ss ta Ki an nis Ki a Kii  

CSM Principal  



Religious Education Report / Associate Principal Report 

  
This coming Sunday November 8th we celebrate Catholic Education Sunday. This day is 
celebrated annually and recognizes the important and critical role which our Catholic 
schools play in the province of Alberta. We are blessed to have access to publicly 
funded Catholic education, it is a gift for all students, parents and staff who are part of 
our Catholic school communities. The theme this year comes from Isaiah 
(40:31), “Those who hope in the Lord will renew their strength.” These words remind us 
that by trusting the Lord with our hopes and prayers he will guide us to face adversity in 
our lives. 
  
Liturgies 

  
Liturgies continue to be hosted by different classrooms and are shared digitally with the 
school community. All liturgies will be shared via school messenger on the same day we 
celebrate them in the school. 
  

         Remembrance Day – Friday November 6th 

         First week of Advent – Thursday November 26th 
 

Janet Clamp 
Associate Principal 

 



 

 

 

Hospitality iss po maa ni ta pi



 

 

 

 

   Gratitude  inii yi' ta ki



 



The “fruit of the Spirit” is evidence that our character is becoming 
more like Christ’s. Faithfulness is one of these nine fruits. When 
we think about this attribute, we cannot help thinking about the 
saints who so faithfully answered the call to holiness. When saints 
are canonized, we recognize someone who has been honoured as 
a hero or model of faith. But guess what? We are all called to be 
saints by virtue of our Baptism and we are called to imitate Christ 
by living a life of holiness. Our children though are not called to 
seek holiness in any particular way but according to their own 
nature, their own character, and the conditions of their own life.  

This month, talk to your children about what their God-given 
talents are and encourage them to use them to demonstrate in 
their own special way God’s compassionate love. This is how they 
will learn to connect that when they are being gracious at home 
and at school, they are actually doing what they can to faithfully 
live a holy life. Learn more about how you can help your child 
answer their call to holiness by watching a short video by  
Joe Paprocki here.

November
I can do all things through him who strengthens me!

f

On November 8, we proudly celebrate our schools as faith-filled 
learning communities on Catholic Education Sunday.  Holy 
Spirit Catholic Schools has created a booklet to explain 
the basics of our Catholic faith tradition and how you will 
experience this being lived out in your child’s school.  You 
can access the booklet here.

Holy Spirit Catholic Schools… where children are cherished  
and achieve their potential.

Living a virtuous life makes salvation possible. Ken Yasinski, a 
popular Catholic speaker from Saskatoon, reminds us that, “As 
Catholic parents, our number one goal is to get our children to 
heaven.” He and his wife Janelle have a wonderful video called 
“How to Teach Virtue to Children” that you can watch here. Each 
time your children hear our call to action to “be gracious” from 
our faith plan this year, it is a reminder to use the virtues to guide 
their day to day actions. This does not just happen at school of 
course. It is actually in the home where we first learn to live out 
our vocations. If we want to live each day with holiness, we must 
start with our own surroundings.   

We hope your family is enjoying the Mass 
Transit Cards to discuss the Sunday Gospel 
with your family. To access the November 
cards, click here.Catholic Education

Faith & Family

“I thank my God every time I remember you.”
(Philippians 1:3)

Holy Spirit Catholic Schools  ●  Department of Religious Education  ●  November 2020

We are all called to live holy lives but as Pope Francis always 
reminds us, we are not alone in this quest. Catholics believe in 
the communion of saints and we know that the saints who walk 
with us protect and guide us. We are grateful that they sustain 
and carry us when times are difficult. While we can always pray 
directly to God, we also know that we can ask that the saints 
pray for us too.  

This month, after your family says your prayers, ask your 
favourite saint, or perhaps the 
patron saint of your child’s 
school, to pray for your family.  
It’s as simple as saying at the 
end of your prayer, “St. Francis, 
pray for us.”

Resources:  Peter Gohn-Good Catholic-Catholic at Home (Peter Gohn);  
Saint of the Day (Leonard Foley and Pat McCloskey)

 Special Days to Remember

1    All Saints’ Day
2    All Souls’ Day
8    Catholic Education Sunday
11  Remembrance Day
25  Feast Day of St. Catherine of Alexandria

Be Gracious

Transformed by the Journey
Philippians 4:13

Month of the Holy Souls in Purgatory

Be Grateful

Adapted from Called to Pray (Justin McClain)

Therefore, my beloved, be steadfast, immovable, 
always excelling in the work of the Lord, 

because you know that in the Lord 
your labor is not in vain.

1 Corinthians 15:58

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=T7NQVoq-kbI&feature=emb_logo
https://www.holyspirit.ab.ca/faith/religious_education/attends_a_Catholic_School
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=X0pOFTB87wY&feature=emb_logo
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1IBRIySCPpk6_hnI2xh55eTAROppvGNkB/view?usp=sharing


 

 

Dear Children of St. Martha families, 

Once again, the Children of St. Martha School Council is running our Christmas Wreath and Signs winter 

fundraiser. This year, our partner is offering fresh Christmas wreaths, and a selection of handcrafted 

wooden Christmas signs.  

 

Proceeds raised from this fundraiser will go towards the continued support of our children’s classroom 

and playground/recess needs.  

Order forms for both the wreaths and signs are included. Please complete your orders on School Cash 

Online. If you require assistance with the order, please contact the school office at (403) 381-8110. 

Orders are due by Friday, November 6th, 2020. Delivery of items is expected by December 11th. You will 

be contacted regarding pick up times once the items have been received.  

As always, thank you for helping us support the activities for our students at Children of St. Martha 

Elementary School!  

Our next school council meeting is on Wednesday, November 18th at 6:00 p.m. If 

you would like to join the virtual meeting, please email 

csmadmin@holyspirit.ab.ca and you will receive an email invite to the virtual 

meeting.  

Sincerely yours, 

CSM School Council  

 

mailto:csmadmin@holyspirit.ab.ca


Angel Tree Christmas Campaign:  
Lethbridge Family Services, Angel Tree Christmas campaign, strives to ensure all families have 

an enjoyable Christmas by providing those in need with a Christmas bundle for each child. 

This years’ Angel Tree campaign registration will be completed online by each individual 

family.  

1. If your family is in need and would like to receive support from this wonderful 

program, please follow the link to register 

your child or children. They will receive a toy 

gift bundle.    

https://www.lfsfamily.ca/content.php?p=92 

 

2. If you are interested in providing a donations 

for families in need, donations are made by 

clicking on the following link:   

https://www.lfsfamily.ca/content.php?p=88 

 

3. Registration Deadline is NOVEMBER 30, 2020 

(NO EXCEPTIONS).  

Please feel free to call our main office at 403-381-8110 if you have questions or are in need of 
assistance.    
 
 
 
 

https://www.lfsfamily.ca/content.php?p=92
https://www.lfsfamily.ca/content.php?p=88
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October 27, 2020

Dear parents/guardians of Holy Spirit Catholic School Division,

As I’m sure all of you would agree, it’s been a challenging start to the school

year. I am so proud of how our students and staff have risen to the challenge

to continually take care of each other.

While I appreciate the significant efforts put forth, I am also aware that this

holy work can be draining - physically, emotionally and spiritually. That is why,

after discussing the matter with our Board Chair, I have declared that

Monday, November 9 and Tuesday, November 10 will be non-operational

days across the division. This means that there will be no students in school

on these days. As always, Wednesday, November 11 will be closed in honour

of Remembrance Day. Fortunately, as our schools are well over the

instructional time required by the province, the time away for students will

not impact their learning significantly.

My hope is that this time will serve as a richly deserved wellness break for our

entire divisional family. I pray that you will be rested and rejuvenated when

we return to school on Thursday, November 12, 2020.

May God continue to bless each and every one of you.

Gratefully,

Ken Sampson, Superintendent

O3%2 Qpinz iththc c1iootc..
Christ-centered learning

communities where students are cherished and achieve their potential.
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Dear Sisters and Brothers in Christ, 

 

Catholic Education Sunday is an annual event that celebrates the important and critical role which 

our Catholic schools play in the province of Alberta.  Publicly funded Catholic education is a gift, 

which provides faith-based education to more than 180,000 students in Alberta.  The Alberta 

Bishops’ commitment to Catholic education is steadfast and we continue actively to work with the 

Alberta Catholic School Trustees’ Association (ACSTA), the Council of Catholic School 

Superintendents of Alberta (CCSSA) and Grateful Advocates for Catholic Education (GrACE) to 

ensure the future of Catholic education in our province.   

 

The theme for this year’s Catholic Education Sunday is from the Book of Isaiah.  In the context of 

our current pandemic, it offers us the prophet’s words of solicitude, prophetic fulfillment, and hope 

in the face of challenge. 

 

Those who hope in the LORD shall renew their strength. 

(Isaiah 40:31, NRSV.) 

 

The pandemic continues to have a deep impact on every facet of our society, including the Catholic 

Education of our young people.  During the shut-down of schools in the spring, Catholic Education 

faced this challenge by providing virtual classrooms, which continued to engage students in their 

academic learning and religious faith instruction. When the schools reopened in the fall, many new 

practices were put in place to adhere to the health precautions and to ensure student safety.  In the 

midst of these challenges, Catholic Education has been embracing the call for renewal and inviting 

students and their families to look to the future with hope.   

 

On the Feast of the Exaltation of the Holy Cross, the Alberta Bishops released the Pastoral 

Statement on the Impact of COVID-19 and the Call to Christian Renewal.  The Pastoral Statement 



 

describes this as a “time for bold creativity and life-giving transformation for all.”  Some 

significant societal issues, which were hidden by the distractions of pre-pandemic life, are now 

very evident.  This calls people of Faith, and especially our Catholic educators, to chart a prophetic 

path in addressing these issues now and in the future.   

 

“Specifically, we seek new ways to promote authentic human development and flourishing in the 

very way that we live, care for others, work, organize society and interact with one another. Moved 

by our faith in Christ and inspired by the principles of Catholic Social Teaching, we invite the 

Catholic community to join us in looking afresh at certain aspects of our life together in society, 

to discern and decide a course for true social, cultural and spiritual renewal.”  (Pastoral Statement 

on the Impact of COVID-19 and the Call to Christian Renewal) 

 

This call for renewal will be embraced by our young people through the role that Catholic 

education must play in strengthening authentic human development, which is essential for true 

social, cultural and spiritual renewal for the future of our society.  

 

Pope Francis, in his encyclical, Fratelli Tutti, proposes such a renewal by rediscovering the value 

of human fraternity and recognizing ourselves as sisters and brothers, who are responsible for one 

another and called to stand by those who suffer.  

 

“Education and upbringing, concern for others, a well-integrated view of life and spiritual growth: 

all these are essential for quality human relationships and for enabling society itself to react against 

injustices, aberrations and abuses of economic, technological, political and media power.” (Fratelli 

Tutti, No. 167) 

 

Another example of this spirit of renewal can be found in recently beatified Carlos Acutis, a young 

man of our era. He lived the faith by devoting himself to the Eucharist and responding to this Grace 

in his life by caring for the poor, advocating for those living with physical or mental challenges, 

and using technology to further evangelization.  Blessed Carlos Acutis has been called “a 

millennial saint.” His example can guide young people in our Catholic schools to learn about him 

and to be inspired by his active witness to the Catholic Social Teachings of our faith!    

 

Catholic Education fosters high academic achievement and provides students with personal and 

communal spiritual formation.  Catholic Education invites students to see each other and, indeed, 

the peoples of the world as their sisters and brothers.  This fraternity calls the students to respond 

to those in need locally and globally.  These good works help young people to seek the common 

good and to bring Christ’s love and hope to others. 

 

May the efforts of everyone bring hope and renewed strength to all those committed to Catholic 

Education. In this time of pandemic, we extend to our Catholic school communities our prayers 

and blessing for the celebration of Catholic Education Sunday. 

 



 

Yours sincerely in Christ, 

Catholic Bishops of Alberta and NWT 

 

Most Reverend Richard W. Smith 

Archbishop of Edmonton 

 

Most Reverend William T. McGrattan 

Bishop of Calgary 

  

 
 

Most Reverend David Motiuk 

Bishop of the Ukrainian Eparchy of Edmonton 

 

 

Most Reverend Gerard Pettipas CSsR 

Archbishop Grouard-McLennan 

Most Reverend Paul Terrio 

Bishop of St. Paul  

 
 

Most Reverend Jon Hansen CSsR 

Bishop of Mackenzie-Fort Smith 
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